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PROBONO 

• Dr. Elke Plies-Balzer’s farewell 

The PROBONO team would like to thank Dr. Elke 

Plies-Balzer warmly for the ten years she worked with 

great committment for PROBONO. During this time 

her high level of competence and enormous dedica-

tion contributed considerably to the development of 

PROBONO. Frau Dr. Plies-Balzer left the team on 31 

March in order to pursue new professional challenges.  

 

• We welcome our new team members  

Dynamic, creative, competent – our newly formed 

team has joined forces quickly and we all very much 

enjoy working together. 

 

We, the new PROBONO team members, would briefly 

like to introduce ourselves: Barbara Kausch, PROBO-

NO Frankfurt, respon-

sible for fundraising. 

Silke Mehler, PROBO-

NO Frankfurt, respon-

sible for accounts. Felix 

Jullian, PROBONO 

Tanzania, responsible 

for school partnerships 

and public relations. 

Teresa Schwehm, 

PROBONO Frankfurt, 

part of the “In-service 

teacher training in 

Tanzania“ project team.  
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• Our new Facebook presence  

Visit us on Facebook! We have redesigned our Face-

book presence and are delighted with the numerous 

active visitors and fans of our page.  

______________________________________ 

 

Educational projects 

•  Practical work with Bunsen burners  

Since March St. 

Michael´s Second-

ary School in 

Butende, Uganda, 

has finally had a 

laboratory at its 

disposal for les-

sons in biology, 

physics and chem-

istry. Whereas 

scientific experi-

mentation prior 

to that was al-

most impossible, pupils can now carry out experi-

ments during their lessons – an important step 

towards a better understanding of scientific con-

cepts. The project was financed by funds from the 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Develop-

ment (BMZ), donations from the German partner 

school, Andreae-Gymnasium in Herrenberg, as well 

as PROBONO.  

 

• New boys‘ dormitory for boarding school pupils  

Having to walk for hours to get to school as well as 

poor learning conditions at home are the reasons 

why many school children in Tanzania attend a 

boarding school. With the support of the Hessian 

Ministry of Eco-

nomics and Eu-

ropaschule, Glad-

bach in collabora-

tion with 

PROBONO, an 

urgently needed 

dormitory for 

boys was built at 

Kisomachi Sec-

ondary School. In 

January school-

boys from Eu-

ropaschule visited their Tanzanian friends in 

Kisomachi. Together they painted the internal walls 

of the dormitories with Tinga Tinga art. 

• The school roof is leak-proof at last!  

For many years it had 

rained in – the roof 

renovation work at St. 

Joseph´s School in 

Nkoni, Uganda, has now 

finally been completed. 

The extensive project, 

which involved having to 

renew the whole roof 

construction of several 

school buildings, was 

financed by Heinrich-

Heine-Gymnasium Ostfildern, PROBONO and the 

parents of St. Joseph´s School.  

 

• A fence to keep out the goats  

At German schools a school garden is usually a 

teaching garden. In Tanzania, however, it plays a 

different role. The school garden there supplies 

fresh vegetables for the school children. Instead of 

always eating just maize porridge with red beans, 

tomatoes and leaf vegetables are then sometimes on 

the menu – a healthy and welcome change. A dona-

tion by  Mundanis Frankfurter Stadtschule has now 

enabled a fence to be erected at Relijuu Primary 

School, Tanzania, to protect the school garden from 

hungry goats. The school garden is now out of 

bounds to the goats. Their hunger for education, 

however, will continue to be satisfied: from time to 

time they visit the school children in their class-

rooms...  
 

• Teaching and learning materials  

At many schools in Tanza-

nia, Uganda and Kenya 

there are not enough 

teaching and learning 

materials. At most 

schools numerous pupils 

share one book between 

them, teachers do not 

have preparation material 

and the amount of com-

puter equipment is insufficient. A donation by the 

Dornbusch church congregation, Frankfurt, has 

made it possible to purchase, among other things, 

maps and atlases for Kimashuku Primary School. A 

donation by Haldenbergschule Pasing has helped to 

purchase new school books for the pupils at Ten-

geru Primary School. PROBONO provided three 

schools in Uganda with a total of five new comput-

ers.  
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Dialogue projects  

•  Dialogue proposal: a school newspaper  

Jokes, proverbs, recipes or even the biography of 

the school patron – all these things are exciting 

themes for an intercultural school newspaper. The 

“German Club“ of a Tanzanian or Ugandan school 

would create one page and the corresponding club 

of the German partner school the opposite page. 

The result would be a joint school newspaper which 

would be distributed at both schools. A wonderful 

dialogue project which two partnerships are at 

present working on. We’re already looking forward 

to both newspapers!  

 

•  PROBONO volunteer programme   

„I’ve noticed that my view of many things has 

changed. I now see many things 

more critically but at the same 

time more optimistically.“ 

These are comments made by 

Miriam Schoen after her volun-

teer visit to St. Joseph´s School 

in Uganda. A longer stay not 

only changes one’s view of the 

host country, but also of Ger-

many, an experience made by 

Lea Zimmermann (Dr. Asha 

Rose School, TZ) and Lorenz Leichthammer (Duluti 

School, TZ) as well as Miriam Schoen.  

______________________________________ 

 

Fundraising 

•  Africa Project at Anna-Schmidt-Kinderhaus  

The children at the Anna-Schmidt-Kinderhaus, 

Frankfurt, worked intensively for three months on a  

 

Kenya culture project. The highlight of the project 

days was a vernissage in which paintings by the 

children and self-made drums were sold for the 

benefit of their partner school. The pupils were also 

given support by three African cleaning staff who 

practiced songs with them. 

 

•  Christmas initiative at Galeria 

Kaufhof department store  

Before Christmas a total of 50 

pupils from IGS Eschersheim, 

Frankfurt wrapped Christmas 

presents at Galeria Kaufhof 

department store in the North-

west Centre and collected 

donations for their partner 

school. The initiative was successful and great fun 

for the pupils. Kaufhof increased the proceeds by 

making an additional donation.  
______________________________________ 
 

Visits to partner schools  

•  North-South-Visits  

Learning from one another and with each other – 

this was the aim of Gladenbach pupils and teachers 

who visited their partner school in Tanzania. At 

Kisomachi School the north and south pupils 

worked together in workshops on the theme of 

„Nutrition“. The young people from Germany expe-

rienced how different school can be: a school ser-

vice at 6am, school uniform, life in a boarding school 

as well as pigs and hens on the school grounds for 

self-sufficiency.  

______________________________________ 

 

New school partnerships  

• PROBONO school partnership  

Schloss Hansenberg – Losirway Sec. School, TZ  

Pater-Rupert-Mayer Gymn - St.Teresa Girls´ SS, TZ 

• Partnership relationships  

Heinrich-Kleyer-Schule and Werner-von-Siemens-

Schule, both vocational colleges in Frankfurt, have 

maintained a friendly relationship with Malage Voca-

tional Training Centre in Tanzania since 2014. As a 

result of this friendship an out-of-service fire engine 

was sent to Tanzania. Read more... 

______________________________________ 

 

Account for donations 

PROBONO finances its work through donations. 

We greatly appreciate any support for our work! 

PROBONO School-Partnerships for One World 

e.V. , Commerzbank AG, Frankfurt,  

Bankleitzahl 500 800 00, Konto 404 319 400 

IBAN: DE06 5008 0000 0404 3194 00 

BIC/S.W.I.F.T.: DRESDEFF 

 


