
 

  

Dear friends of PROBONO, 

Last year, we launched a four-year 

teacher training program in Tanzania. 

The first year of the project was very 

successful. It included three exciting 

workshops that were held in Moshi 

and around 150 classroom trainings 

at eleven different schools. 

Still, there is also a great demand for 

investments in school infrastructure. 

Find out more in our interview with 

the headmistress of the Dr. Asha-

Rose Migiro School in Tanzania 

about how much the building of a 

well has improved the living condi-

tions at the boarding school there. 

How is it possible to develop a part-

nership of equals between the 

schools in Germany and Africa? And 

what were 14 students from a school 

in Bad Homburg doing in Tanzania? 

Continue reading and find out more! 

 

Warmest regards from Frankfurt! 

Your PROBONO team 

WATER IS LIFE!  

BUILDING A WELL IN MWANGA 
 

Even though Tanzania is not directly affected by the severe drought in Eastern 

Africa, there are still many very dry regions, such as Mwanga, where water 

supply is a major problem. PROBONO built a well at the girls school Dr. Asha

-Rose Migiro in Mwanga and we extend our sincere thanks to the foundations 

“Wasser für die Welt” and “Tools for Life” for sponsoring this project! 

 

In an interview with PROBONO, the headmistress Mrs. Flaviana Safari explains 

how the well has changed life at the school for the better. 

 

Which problems existed at the Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro School  

before the well was built? 

Before the project, we often had to cope with severe water shortage. The 

school depended on the national water supply which often did not provide 

sufficient water. Mwanga is a very dry, dusty and hot region. 

 

Why was it not possible to improve the water supply  

using rain water? 

We were already collecting rain water at the school. Almost all buildings have 

rainwater harvesting systems, but the water we collect in this way is not suffi-

cient to meet our needs. By using the new well, we now always have sufficient 

drinking water. 

 

What have been the other impacts on the living  

and learning conditions at the Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro School? 

There have also been improvements on the school grounds. Because of the 

well, the girls have been able to plant trees, so that we now have more shady 

places on the school grounds. In addition, we plan to build a vegetable garden. 

This will improve the quality of the school meals which will be more varied and  
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nutritious. The girls will also learn how 

to grow vegetables and they will be able 

to use these skills in their future lives. 

 

The students and teachers are very hap-

py about the new well and we sincerely 

thank PROBONO for making this pro-

ject possible! 

 

How were the students involved in 

the project? 

They helped prepare the ground for the 

drilling of the well by removing stones 

and shrubs. 

 

How is the issue of saving water 

part of the educational pro-

gramme at the school? 

Most children from the region of 

Mwanga are familiar with the necessity to save water. 

The students are aware of the fact that water is a valua-

ble resource. The teachers at the Dr. Asha-Rose School, 
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however, further emphasise the necessity to save water. 

For example, one student is always responsible for making 

sure that the taps are used correctly, in order to avoid 

wasting water. 

Frieda, a chicken living on a small farm in Germany, is al-

ways dreaming of going to Africa. Finally her dream 

comes true: together with her friend Fridolin, the roost-

er, Frieda flies to Tanzania, where she not only encoun-

ters fascinating wild animals, but also learns about life at 

an African school. 

 

The aim of the project was to create a story that would 

bring together the German primary school and its African 

„FRIEDA DREAMS OF AFRICA“ 

Intercultural theatre project by a primary school in Dinslaken wins a prize awarded by the 

German Federal President   

partner school. The Lambo Primary School in Moshi was 

not only included in the storyline, but it was actually part 

of the stage performance: film sections and photos that 

had been recorded and taken in Tanzania specifically for 

the play were shown during the show.  

 

The project was awarded € 100 in prize money, winning 

8th place out of 600 entries at the school contest, initiated 

by the Federal President on the topic development aid. 

In the category 

“school prize”, 

the project 

“Partnership 

with the Lambo 

School” was 

placed within 

the top 15 of all 

entries.  

 

PROBONO 

congratulates its 

partner school 

on this exciting 

project and its 

huge success! 

  



What do you need to run a school? Of course you re-

quire school books and classrooms, but the qualifications 

and educational skills of the teachers are just as important 

for successful learning. For many years, PROBONO has 

therefore been engaged in teacher training programmes in 

Tanzania.  

 

Based on existing continuous training programmes it has 

developed an innovative teacher training programme for 

the years 2016 till 2019. The programme is sponsored by 

the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and De-

velopment. 

 

The training programmes were developed after secondary 

school exam results had been poor for many years in all 

parts of the country, with the grades being worst in  

science and mathematics. As a result, there is a deficit in 

qualified engineers, scientists and doctors in Tanzania as 

well as a deficit in companies offering employments in 

these fields. 

 

In 2016, 37 workshops and 150 classroom trainings were 

held to train more than 100 teachers and headmasters in 

general and technical methodology.  

IT’S THE TEACHER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!  

The PROBONO Teacher Training Programme in Tanzania 
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Getting engaged and developing  

problem solving skills 
 

An important objective of the programme is to instruct 

the teachers how to motivate students to actively take 

part in lessons and how to engage the students in finding 

solutions themselves, i.e. to encourage them to analyse 

the issues discussed and to be creative in their thinking. 

 

The Mwenge Catholic University in Moshi provided the 

instructors and rooms for the methodology workshops 

and the Senior Expert Service in Bonn (SES) supported 

the programme by sending German teachers and univer-

sity lecturers to Tanzania in order to enhance the  

technical know-how. 

 

We thank the Federal Ministry for Economic  

Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Rotary,  

the Senior Expert Service (SES) and all other sponsors 

for helping to support this project. 

 

 



„IT IS AMAZING HOW FAST  

FOUR WEEKS CAN GO BY  

IF YOU ARE DOING SOMETHING MEANINGFUL  

THAT YOU ENJOY”   
Visiting Tanzania as a senior expert of the PROBONO Teacher Training Programme 

Ever since being a teacher in Namibia, I have been  

fascinated by Africa. During my many trips to the South 

Western and Southern parts of Africa, I have had the op-

portunity to meet people of various different African  

cultural backgrounds. Before that, the country lying fur-

thest to the East that I had visited was Malawi. When I 

was asked by the Senior Expert Service (SES) whether I 

would be prepared to take part in a teacher training pro-

gramme by PROBONO in Tanzania, I didn’t have to think 

twice about taking part.  I was immediately convinced of 

the concept. 

 

My first trip to Tanzania for PROBONO was in the sum-

mer of 2015. Meeting the local teachers and headmasters 

was very informative and during my technical workshop 

for Tanzanian biology teachers in Moshi and the subse-

quent visits to the school, I learnt a lot about the culture 

of Tanzanian schools and the problems the local school 

teachers have to face. 

 

Like almost anywhere, teachers in Tanzania complain 

about a lack of discipline in the classroom. However, with 

the number of students per class reaching up to 60, the 

problems they face are totally different from those  

German teachers have to cope with. It is also noteworthy 

that it is an important educational element to be  

respectful towards adults and other students. 

 

Schools, in particular those run by the government, have 

very limited financial funds available to them. It is quite 

remarkable that despite this, the schools still operate in a 

normal way. To some extent this is also due to the sup-

port of PROBONO.  

 

The experiences my teacher colleagues for the subjects 

Chemistry, Physics and Maths and I made in 2015 were 

subsequently analysed and the results included in the 

planning of the future programme. My second mission for 

PROBONO took place from 11th September until  

5th October 2016. I held a biology workshop for the first 

year of the secondary school, including subsequent visits 

to different classes. Just like in the previous year, Mr. Eliet 

Senkoro, the local PROBONO staff member, did an ex-

cellent job of planning and organising the project, so that 

our working environment was very good and we were 

able to fully concentrate on our work.  

 

It is amazing how fast four weeks can go by if you are  

doing something meaningful that you enjoy. Right now,  

I am already thinking about my next mission to Tanzania 

which will be in September 2017. I really enjoy working 

with the motivated teachers who are always prepared to 

discuss and try out new ideas for their lessons. 

 

The project initiated by PROBONO will by itself not be 

able to completely change the school system in Tanzania, 

but I am very optimistic that small steps can make a  

difference, serving as a “crystal nuclei”. 

 

 Klaus Rolbietzki, Director of a comprehensive school (retired) 
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SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS:  

FINDING A BALANCE BETWEEN DEVELOPMENT AID  

AND A PARTNERSHIP OF EQUALS 
A review of PROBONO’s intercultural seminar held on November 19th 2016 

Around forty teachers, headmasters, 

students and PROBONO staff  

members met for one day to  

exchange views on the ambivalence 

of construction projects, to talk 

about fried potatoes and chagga cake, 

and to discuss the challenges of inter-

cultural communication. 

 

It was a special bonus that Eliet  

Senkoro and Denis Kalyango,  

our colleagues from Tanzania and 

Uganda respectively, were able to 

participate and make valuable contri-

butions to the seminar. In their 

presentation they talked about the 

challenges of a school partnership 

between the North and the South 

from the perspective of a partner 

from the South. 

 

Looking at the partnerships from  

the viewpoint of the African partner 

schools, they explained the difficulty 

of meeting the objective of building a 

partnership of equals whilst the fund-

ing is coming from one side only. 

 

The focus of the presentation was to 

raise the awareness of the partici-

pants on the issue of this inequality in 

the relationship between the schools 

as well as emphasising the im-

portance of sensitive intercultural 

communication. 

 

“The contributions of our partners 

regarding some of the sensitive issues 

of partnerships was an eye-opener 

for all of us; of that I am sure,” one of the participants 

wrote to us after the event. 

 

During the many workshops held in the afternoon, our 

African colleagues were again able to make valuable  

contributions to the discussions by representing the 

viewpoint of the partners from the South.  

 

Based on specific dialogue projects and joint workshops 

involving students from Germany and Tanzania, criteria 

for a successful dialogue were developed. The partici-

pants also took the opportunity of talking with represent-

atives from other schools about their school partner-

ships. 

 

PROBONO thanks all teachers and participating students 

for their contributions to this successful seminar and 

“Engagement Global” for sponsoring the event! 



PROBONO School Partnerships for One World  
 

Donations account: 

Commerzbank AG Frankfurt 

IBAN: DE 06 5008 0000 0404 3194 00, BIC: DRESDEFF 

 

Mörikestraße 2  

60320 Frankfurt  

Tel. +49 / 69 / 29 72 15-0 

Fax + 49 / 69 / 29 72 15-13 

info@probono-oneworld.de  

www.probono-oneworld.de 

 

Photos: PROBONO and partner schools, page 5: Rudi Feuser 

SUPPORT OUR WORK AND OUR PROJECTS  

AT SCHOOLS IN AFRICA!  

EVERY DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE! 
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„AMANI KWANZA!  

PEACE FIRST!“ 
 

Humboldtschule wins first prize  

in the school competition  

“Gemeinsam für Afrika” (United for Africa) 

 
In 2016, the Humboldtschule in Bad Homburg won the 

first prize in the school competition “Gemeinsam für  

Afrika” (United for Africa). 14 Students from Bad Hom-

burg joined a group of students at their Tanzanian  

partner school Mwanga High School to work on the 

three-week long project “Amani kwanza! Peace first!”. 

The project which covered issues of a multi-religious  

society was sponsored by PROBONO. 

 

The youths debated on the issues of peace, independency 

and tolerance, spoke with local representatives of  

Hinduism, Christianity and Islam, and developed  

strategies to overcome religiously motivated violence. 

PROBONO congratulates the participants on their  

successful project and on winning the first prize in the 

competition! 


